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→ Investigates universities and public facilities, private institu-
tions and European programs as places of education
→ Presents four contemporary alternative educational models, 
thus providing inspiration for teaching models at existing
and future schools of architecture

Since the late 20th century, architectural training and education 
in Europe has changed significantly due to factors such as politi-
cal regulations, increasing internationalisation, social and climatic 
transformation processes, and last but not least, rapid digitalisa-
tion. Today, schools of architecture are concentrating more on 
how to gain a better strategic position in that environment, i.e. 
through content, methods of knowledge creation and communi-
cation as well as by restructuring their organisations. 

Nowadays, they are not the only places where architectural 
questions and positions are negotiated. In recent years, several 
new educational facilities that generate and reflect knowledge 
have emerged which represent that new type of school of thought. 
Besides degree programmes, those facilities also offer preparatory 
training for children and young people as well as research and 
public communication as extended areas of architectural educa-
tion.

This book takes a look at the conditions which have shaped these 
“schools of thought”. Resultant findings are tested based on an 
in-depth investigation of four of those “schools”: the Innsbruck 

“bilding” School of Art and Architecture for children and young 
people initiated by aut (architektur und tirol), the recently esta-
blished Lyon Confluence Institute for Innovation and Creative 
Strategy in Architecture, Aedes Network Campus in Berlin and 
the European Research Program InnoChain. 
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My wish is to offer a 
place where children 
and teenagers can be 
what they are.  

[Monika Abendstein]
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