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Pioneers of
phototypesetting

The second volume of the series "Visual Archives" is dedicated
to the largely unknown history of Bobst Graphic's photo set

pioneers.

In the early 1970s, the Swiss packaging company Bobst S.A.
began to wonder whether it would be ready for the future with
only one product type. The Lausanne-based company, already
far advanced in terms of packaging manufacturing technology,
decided to launch phototypesetting machines.

The company sought to combine this new technology
with the high-tech capabilities of computing to revolutionize
typography quality. The result has been a whole series of novel
phototypesetting machines for which Bobst Graphic, a trade-
mark of Bobst S.A., has secured the patents of Hugonnet and
Moyroud - the French inventors of photomontage.

Thanks to the participation of some of the best font designers
in the country, e.g. Team 77, different font families were deve-
loped for the new technique. Five years after its inception, how-
ever, Bobst Graphic was in financial difficulties and was forced
to divest all its operations and personnel to the US company
Autologic. Within two years all the business was fully relocated
to the United States.

The history of Bobst Graphic — a pioneering feat in the de-
velopment of the phototypesetting at the time — has never been
included in the rich history of Swiss graphic and font design.

The author Giliane Cachin decided to document and share
this fascinating story from the inside based on personal inter-
views. Bruno De Kalbermatten, Jean-Daniel Nicoud, Robert
Flach, Roland Jan and Christian Mengelt all give their side of
the story.



Tf ieSt Verlag fiir

Architektur, Design
und Typografie

Triest Verlag GmbH
Hohlstrasse 400

8048 Zurich triest-verlag.ch

“Visual Archives” (Visuelle Archive, Archives visu-
elles) — a series in co-operation with ECAL /
University of Art and Design Lausanne

Editor, author:

Giliane Cachin graduated with a BA in Graphic Design
from Lausanne University of Art and Design (ECAL) in
2014. After graduation, she became a teaching assistant
at ECAL and came in contact with the Zurich graphic
design studio NORM, for which she worked for more
than a year. Subsequently she moved to Berlin where
she worked for the Type Foundry Lineto and the de-
sign studio of Cornel Windlin.

In 20135, Giliane Cachin won the Swiss Design
Award, which enabled her to spend six months in New
York. Since her return to Switzerland in 2017, she has
been a research assistant at ECAL while also continu-
ing her work both for Lineto and Cornel Windlin and

in her own studio.

Author:

Francois Rappo is a graphic designer, trained at
ECBA Ecole cantonale des beaux-arts, Lausanne,
Switzerland. In 1998, he started collaborating with
Optimo type foundry.

From 2001 till 2007 Frangois Rappo was head of
the jury of The Most Beautiful Swiss Books competi-
tion.

Frangois is teaching type and graphic design at
ECAL Ecole cantonale d’art de Lausanne. In parallel
to his design projects, Francois has published several
writings on typography and type design. Francois
Rappo received the Jan Tschichold award in 2013.
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